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through some mischance a spike of rock in the very
middle of the canal had been overlooked, which would
inevitably have pierced the first vessel that came along.
There was consternation. Could the obstacle be
removed in time? De Lesseps would not hear of any
postponement. The rock must be blasted away. Night
and day without intermission the workmen laboured on
the mining operations, and only two days before the
opening ceremony the channel was freed.
Invitations had been issued broadcast by the Viceroy,
and in addition thousands of visitors flocked from all
parts of the world to witness the momentous celebration.
It is estimated that more than six thousand persons
attended, apart from natives, workmen, the special staff,
and the sailors manning the vessels. Among the
Viceroy's guests were the Empress Eugenie, the
Emperor of Austria, the Grown Prince of Prussia, the
Crown Prince of Holland, Prince William of Hesse,
and many other notables and diplomatic representa-
tives.
On November i6th, Port Said roads were crowded
with the craft of all nations, yachts, warships, steamers,
boats and sailing vessels of all descriptions.   Every mast
was beflagged, every deck gay with sightseers.    Rain
had fallen for several days previously; but on this day
of days the sun shone brightly out of a clear sky, and
the deep blue waters of the Mediterranean reflected
the resplendent colours of flag and ensign.    " On the
Quai Eugenie a carpeted platform had been erected to
a height of fifteen feet, covered with a canopy, and
decorated with the ensigns of all nations; and nearer
the shore were two more platforms, tastefully decorated